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The explosion whivh occurred in an eXperimuvtal laborator fteillty at

ISziord Ta. ady mornin waLS or chemical. origin A did not involve a uclear re-

4otiou, General X1.ctric said tadey. Iwever, the exat mture of thevexloonm

hes not yet been determined.

The explosion took place inside a glove box where a plaitonia mpwle van

being turned on a lath TVO Men. are required to operate the plutnims lathes,.

One to rim the macine, smother to remoe the tiny ohips of plutomav and place

them In Sml, stainless steel containes,~a Plutomim in pyroporic (which maws

it can ignitO OntnU sly" in open air) and the chips a" not allowd toacmute

TaO mu ware opeftting he lathe where the explosion occurred.

[~)we* cleaning Vp the CUPS Sd Vag cut on the forehead 1by 0 piece of lucite

when the box blew up. B& received s~skin contauimation frOK plutonium Which

escaped from the sbattered Slome box. fte operator of the Iah and an engineer

vorking on a nearby glove bOK also receive Minor SXcmz*S of skit cntaIminstion.

was dscntmzme and treated In the 20W West area. H e vas

InJected with dietk egstriaainSpentaacetic acid (DTpA), a cMoad rencently used

with success to help prevent Plutonim from being epitdin body tiseus.

After being deaatazintedp[ ')I]) s taken 0o KAMfe EupItal for ob-

sez'atia. cut On the hetd Vag not Serious and prelizinary results indicate
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the Lepofitlo of intoiium is long then the EIMum. *PSU'ai0 l. .uit-

"lU be taken to the =v1y contuted1 94lo Persacne )hkIrIDSn OtAtiOR 64010l

todar smitor) ina 4ovtown RioblmAd for fvrtbor obanvation. Diftssa st1u±es *me

also being coaducted to 1pin MWorOI noise0 inotOan POSSible PlUtoni d-

position.

Although the aideut ocownred In the 200 Vest uaa it did not inyolve

fgailIties, geed in the =Mal prOdtiofl process, General Slefrbric mid. Use vca'k

vase of an expweaft~*l mature In a labCrat~rieS tu@iltY. Vi~~t ag 1"V]y

confined to the ramE whe. t explosion 00OcWT". It vil be at least a week bet oro

the ream Is dontmntd General. Zlectria 8414.

-30-

707001 5B


